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Oprah says her show 'not the evening news'
The talk show host, her

company and vegetarian activ

Year 2000 glitch
has feds on attack

WASHINGTON Promising "a
major technological and manageri-

al effort," President Clinton creat-

ed a White House council yester-

day to coordinate efforts to head
nff rnmnuter nroblems that threat

AMARILLO, Texas (AP)
Oprah Winfrey testified yesterday
that she's the host of a talk show

; "not the evening news" and
! viewers know the difference.

Even so, Winfrey told the jury in
the case brought
against her by Texas cattlemen, she
tried to balance her show on mad
cow disease by getting comment
from people on both sides of the
issue.

"If I wanted to do an anti-be-

show, as I'm being accused of, I

didnt have to put" pro-be- guests
on, Winfrey said.

They are suing under a Texas
law that protects agricultural prod-
ucts from false and defamatory re-

marks. The trial is in its third week.

Winfrey added that she believes
any comments by Hueston or We-

ber that were edited out were re-

dundant
She also disputed testimony that

she told the producer in charge of
editing the show, James Kelley, to
"cut that boring beef guy out," in
reference to Weber. Winfrey also
said she never spoke to Kelley
about what comments should be left
in or taken out

provide balance by putting on Agri-
culture Department scientist Wil-

liam Hueston and Gary Weber of
the National Cattlemen's Beef Asso-

ciation to represent the view that
U.S. beef is safe.

"I was there to offer both sides'
opinions," she said. "That's why I
had Dr. Weber there. If I didnt
want to have him there, there is no
law that said he had to be there."

Winfrey said repeatedly that
viewers understand guests on her
show are expressing their opinions.

"This is not a news magazine. It's
not the evening news," she said. She

ist Howard Ly-

man are being
sued for more
than $10.3 mil-

lion over an
April 1996 show
that suggested
U.S. cattle could

spread mad cow
disease to peo-
ple in the United
States and make WINFREY

AIDS look like the common cold.
Winfrey testified that she tried to

stuns motorists

en critical federal services when
the calendar year changes to 2000.

The problem will occur because

many computer systems and other
electronic devices, in both govern-
ment and private industry, are pro-

grammed to recognize only the last
two digits in a date and will misin-

terpret 2000 as 1900.

Zamora's friend testifies
FORT WORTH, Texas - For-

mer Naval Academy cadet Diane
Zamora said her ro-

mantic rival was a "tramp" who

"deserved to die," an
testified at Zamora's murder trial

yesterday.
Jennifer McKearny offered de-

tails from a late-nig-ht dorm-roo-

conversation she said she had with
Zamora in August 1996, eight
months after Adrianne Jones was
killed. Zamora, 20, and her former
fiance, former Air Force Academy
cadet David Graham, are accused
of murdering Jones because of her
one-tim- e fling with Graham. Prose-
cutors allege Zamora hit Jones
over the head with a dumbbell
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added: "I'm not going to sit here
and say because we put both sides
on the show that every show ends
in a tie."

Mad cow disease has ravaged
cattle herds in Britain for a decade.
It is blamed for about 20 human
deaths overseas but has never been
detected in the United States.

The cattlemen contend the pro-

gram was edited to take out pro-be-

comments in favor of ratings-grabbin- g

and alarming statements
by Lyman. They say the show
caused already slumping cattle pric-
es to fall to lows.
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South Carolina, a pregnant woman
drowned when her car plunged
into a swollen creek. One person
was killed Monday in Florida.

In the West, California streams
receded after being driven out of
their banks by torrential rainfall
Tuesday.

However, more rain was expec-
ted during the night, with heavy
snow likely in the mountains, and
another storm was forecast late
today into tomorrow.

California's forecast was easy,
said National Weather Service me-

teorologist Diana Henderson.
"Rain. Lots and lots of rain."

One man was killed by a falling
tree in California and a second

weight, then ordered Graham to
finish her off by shooting her.

McKearny, also a former mid- -
(

shipman, said Zamora acknowl-

edged she was present during the
slaying but never mentioned strik-

ing Jones in the head with a dumb-bel-L

McKearny said her roommate
showed no remorse in a later con--

versation.

Avoid bomb-cas-e witness
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The FBI

warned people to stay away from a
man wanted for questioning in last
week's fatal bombing of an abor

while their heavy equipment
dragged jackknifed tractor-traile- r

trucks to the side of the road.
"Mostly what folks were need-

ing in the middle of the day was
to see something happening,"
CapL Jack Duncan said. "Even if
we couldnt stop to minister to
each one, they could see we were
there."

Although eastbound lanes of the
interstate remained open, wary
travelers clogged the Highland
Rim Market near Burgess Falls.

Truckers Mike and Denise Mer-

ry of Egon, S.D., looked through
the market's glass doors as vehi-

cles inched through the falling
snow. The Merrys' load of pro-
cessed chicken was due in New
York at midnight; they pulled off
the interstate at 3 am as visibility
shut down.

"No load's worth getting your-
self killed over," Mike Merry said.

By 4 p.m. yesterday, workers
had carved a path through the
snow and cars on the westbound
side of the interstate.
"We are advising people not to use
it, but we cant keep people off of
it," said Cecil Whaley, of the Ten-

nessee Emergency Management
Agency.

The storm was expected to
wrap back around Tennessee last
night, bringing 2 more inches of
snow in the Cookeville area and
an inch in Nashville.

Today, "things are finally going
to start pulling out of here," Rich-

ardson said.
At least one person got through

by taking back roads. State Sen.

Tommy Burks,
missed some of his morning com-

mittee meetings at Legislative Pla-

za, but he was able to make it to
the Capitol in time for an after-
noon Senate session.
Staff writer Bill Carey and state cor-

respondent Bill Zechman contribut-
ed to this report.

Overton, Pickett and Fentress
counties were hardest hit by fall-

ing trees and power outages; Over-

ton emergency medical workers
fought their way through blocked
streets to take about a dozen pa-

tients to Livingston Hospital.
"The oxygen patients, their elec-

tricity is out, and they cant get
their 02," Liz Crabtree said. "A lot
of them just dont have any fuel.

They're cold."
At its worst, an estimated 5,000

electric customers in Warren,
DeKalb, White and Van Buren
counties were without power dur-

ing the winter storm. Still, few
resorted to shelters, preferring to
stay with friends and relatives, of-

ficials there said.
Back in Putnam County, emer-

gency workers and volunteers like
Ralph Dearth of Monterey began
patrolling the interstate to help the
stranded. Dearth drove circuits in
his vehicle, pick-

ing up motorists, and taking them
to Monterey Community Church.

"I think God sent him to me,"
said truck driver Jaime Navarro
of Laredo, Texas, stranded for 14

hours after a filter on his truck
apparently froze at about 7 p.m.
Tuesday.

About 125 travelers spent the
night at the century-ol- d First Bap-
tist Church in Monterey, Pastor
Bill Vance said. Most slept in rows
on the padded pews of the sanctu-

ary.
Others like Hendrickson didnt

arrive at the church until yester-
day, as National Guard trucks and
Red Cross volunteers moved in.

They took the sick, the elderly
and families with young children
to hospitals or about 15 area shel-

ters.
Soldiers went from car to car to

pass out gasoline, dozens of sand-

wiches and gallons of hot coffee

Sheriffs deputies in Lodi, Calif., rescue a family from a flooded mobile home park.

Wind, rain, snow slam U.S. coasts

WASHINGTON

nomination heats up

Associated Press

Thousands were left without
light and heat yesterday as a
storm crawled along the East
Coast and Appalachians, produc-
ing wind, rain and more than a
foot of snow.

The storm, the same one that
raked tornadoes across Florida
earlier in the week and dumped
snow yesterday in Tennessee, bat-

tered beaches yesterday with
waves driven by wind up to 58

mph and flooded low-lyin- g areas
with heavy rain.

At least four traffic-relate- d

deaths in Kentucky were blamed
on the storm, as were three deaths
in Georgia and one in Ohio. In

atcher
Surgeon general's post

i - jgoes empty wnne siues
battle over candidate

By PENNY BENDER

Temessean Washington Bureau

and DEBORAH MATHIS

Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON - The Senate
wrestled yesterday with the nomi-

nation of Dr. David Satcher to be
surgeon general, as conservative
lawmakers painted him as unethi-
cal and defenders worked to muster
the votes to confirm him.

Despite vigorous and colorful ob-

jections to the nomination, however,
there appeared to be enough Re-

publican support for Satcher to win
confirmation. A vote could come as
early as today, barring a threatened
filibuster.

Satcher, director of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta and former president of
Meharry Medical College in Nash-

ville, is President Clinton's second
nominee to be the nation's top doc-

tor a post that has been vacant
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was missing in a swollen creek
and presumed drowned.

Monterey, Va., had snowdrifts 3

to 4 feet high. Kentucky's Lincoln
County was buried under 15 to 18

inches of snow with drifts standing
as high as 5 feet, said county
Judge-Executi- ve Jim Reed.

About 85,000 Florida custom-
ers were still minus electricity yes-

terday after storms Monday
brought tornadoes and rain.

Gov. Lawton Chiles declared a
statewide emergency as more bad
weather was predicted for the
weekend. A weather system mov-

ing in from the Gulf was expected
to produce more severe thunder-
storms and possible tornadoes.

Senate approval after it was report-
ed that Foster had performed abor-

tions.
"Dr. David Satcher is the man for

this position," Frist said. "He is a
scientist He is a family man. He is
an educator. He is an eloquent spo-

kesperson. He is dedicated to im-

proving the public health. I think at
the end of the day we will get to the
truth."

The leading critic in the Senate,
Sen. John Ashcroft, said
Satcher has "embraced partial-birt- h

abortion, endorses needle exchange
programs and tolerates abortions
for minor children without their
parents' consent"

He also criticized the CDC's in-

volvement in an HIV study conduct-
ed in Africa and Asia, in which some

patients were given placebos instead
of the AIDS drug AZT.

"I think the people of Africa need
to be treated with the same kind of
dignity as the people in America
are treated," said Ashcroft who has
joined the Christian Coalition and
the Family Research Council s cam-

paign against Satcher. "It is not OK
to do things that are not ethical . . .

federal prosecutor, said vesterdav
that it would be "very rare" for the
Justice Department to allow a fugi-
tive such as Trie to return to tne
United States and then be freed on
bond unless that person has agreed
to cooperate.

"From my viewpoint, I have nev-
er heard of a person who has fled

coming back and being given per-
sonal bond," said Toensing, the second-

-ranking Criminal Division off-
icial during the Reagan
administration.

"He could very well be the key to
unlocking the higher-up- s that know
about the fund-raisin- g activities,"
Toensing said.

Trie was charged last Wednesday

tion clinic.
While Ericf ff Robert Rudolph,

31, is being
called a "mate-
rial witness"
not a suspect
in the blast at
the New Wom-

an All Women
clinic, no one

RUDOLPH but law enforce
ment officers should approach
him, said FBI spokesman Craig
Dahle. The FBI, in a warning is-

sued late Tuesday about Rudolph,
cited the "violence associated with
this crime." A warrant is out for
Rudolph's arrest

After the bombing, witnesses re-

ported seeing a 1989 gray Nissan
pickup truck with a North Carolina
license plate registered to Rudolph.
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because people are poorer than you
are."

Both the socially conservative
groups have called on President
Clinton to drop Satcher. They
mounted a similar campaign in
1995 to scuttle the nomination of
Dr. Henry Foster, a Nashville ob- -

stetrician and, like Satcher, a Me-

harry Medical professor.
The nation's most prominent

medical and science organizations,
including the American Medical As-

sociation, have endorsed Satcher's
nomination, calling upon the Senate
to approve him. The nomination
passed the committee hurdle to
confirmation in October.

Sen. Jim Jeffords, t, chair-
man of the Senate Labor and Hu-

man Resources Committee, urged
his colleagues to approve Satcher
and scon.

"Dr. Satcher has ... pledged to
me that he will rely upon science
and common sense rather than poli-
tics to guide his decision-making,- "

But Ashcroft is threatening a fili-
buster unless the CDC provides in-

ternal documents on the HIV
study.

in a indictment that accus-
es him of fraudulently buying ac-
cess to the President The indict-
ment says Trie illegally raised
money from foreign sources and
used those contributions to get busi-
ness associates into meetings with
Clinton and Vice President Al Gore.
The indictment also says Trie in-

structed an associate to destroy evi-
dence in the case.

Trie is particularly important be-
cause, unlike many other charac-
ters in the campaign finance saga,
he knew the President for many
years and Clinton used to frequent
Trie's restaurant when he was gov-
ernor of Arkansas. He worked in
concert with former Democratic
Party finance an John
Huang. A
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since Joycelyn Elders resigned un-

der pressure in 1994.

He follows the contentious nomi-

nation of Henry Foster, a Nashville
obstetrician who teaches at Mehar-

ry.
Satcher, who now lives in Atlanta,

has been criticized by social con-

servatives on

hbi several issues,

EDITORIAL on abortion to
I "Vote on David research the

Satcher," on CDC participat--

8A. ed in in the
Third World,
where placebos

were given to some pregnant wom-

en infected with HIV.

Supporters, both Republican and
Democratic, said the criticisms are
grossly exaggerated and, in some
cases, untrue.

"I am sorely disappointed in the
substance of those allegations that
have come across my fax ma-

chine," said Sea Bill Frist,
a heart transplant surgeon who sup-

ports Satcher.
Frist also supported Foster's nom

ination in 1995, which fell short of

Trie has an agreement to receive
leniency in exchange for implicat-
ing officials, but that is what many
observers believe has occurred.

"It certainly appears that he
does have a
deal, said Sen-
ator John
McCain,
"There is every

s mtr r

possibility that
Mr. Trie could
reveal some 'Jvery important
information. He ; V - 'Ihad very close "
connections TRIE

with the fund-raisin- g, and he was in
the White House a great deal."

Victoria Toensing, a former top
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WASHINGTON - Yah Lin
(Charlie) Trie, who is to be ar-

raigned today on charges of illegal
fund-raisin- g for the Democratic
Party, is expected to cooperate with
prosecutors and possibly pave the
way for indictments of people close
to President Clinton's inner circle,
legal specialists said yesterday.

Trie's voluntary return to the
United States from Asia raised
alarm bells across Washington that
the one-tim- e Little Rock restaura-
teur would break his silence about
who asked him to raise hundreds of
thousands of dollars in questionable
contributions for Clinton's 1996 ree-
lection campaign.

Justice Department officials de-
clined yesterday to say whether
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