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February 21, 1916.

Supt. J. M. Hatfield,
Cookville, Tenn.
Dear Mr., Hatfield:-
I em enclosing herewith copy of letter to
r. Jerry Whitson which is self explanatary. : trﬁst that
you will think the matter over carefully and if you think I
can do a constructive work with your school at Cookville, I
shall be glad to have you say a good word for me to Mr. Whitson
and other good people of Cookville.
I have been in Mississipri for the past year®

and a half and my work has been most satisfactory, but I feel

——

that this school of technology offers an oprortunity for
definite work and I shell be glad to take charge of it if the
people of Cookville and the Tennessee Board of HXducation are

satisfied that T am %

£

e man for the place. It is needless
to say that the success of your school will depend largely
upon the driving power of the President or Superintendent.

I remember with a great deal of pleasure my
associationg with you upon several occasions. Please advise
me frankly about the metter. #ith best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours,
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: Pebruery 21, 1916.
¥r, Jerry Fhitson, :
Gockvillie, Tenn.

My dear 3ir:-

Several memb'ers of the Tennegscs State Board of
Bducation have interested me in the anew Polytechnic Institute
. deeated in your eity and I regret that my work has bean such for
‘the past two monthe that I have not found tlme to meke you a visit ~ :

and look over the plans and prospeciss It hag been represented
to me thst this scheol promises mueh for ihe young men and gmﬁ .
Tof Tennessee, particularly to those of the counties within easy

re- :ch of ceokville, but thet 1‘(: will require nnusual ability from
“the man st 4he hend of the sohool to mewe 4% mﬁﬁeeesam e POu =
people hope for. T have been told that he must be a #eod schocl
- man with ylenty of business acumen and organizing ability to _ena-

h}e him to handle the legislative stituation, and also secnre money

:trom giute sources. I know you will be intereated in gettmg ,:_A
the right men for this impor tant plaoce.

How, I am going to ask that you uke persenal inves-
tigation and find out for yourzel? vlmther 1 am the right man;' ;
I sm not roing to submit a maze of ustmnialwmg_ean get _ .
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: peéple to’ sign attrective raeﬁmen&aﬁm asv you mew, gso I tmﬁt e
th&'t yon will ﬁad it convenient at an early date to go te Ss.shvi‘lle 2
and talk with men who know me sné have worked with me 4n the
em for funis for the Knapp School of uaantyy Life and
Pgabcd: Gallega, and alan men who know of my work &8 one of tha

iemm in the organization of the BSW Corn Club work of the
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South and particularly in Tennessee; and my work with the Agrie
eultural High Schools of Georgia and Mississippi. 1 respect-
fully refer you to Dr, Béuce R. Payne, President of TFeabody '
College, Prof. W. XK. Tote of Pesboly 0§1lcga, Mr, Jas. Es Celdwell
of the Pourth and First Hational Bank, Mr, Robt. I.. Burch, Fresi-
dent and Mr, A. F. Foster, Secretary of the Industrial Buresu,

Mrs C. He Brandon of Brendon Irinting Company end ExﬁPresiaént of
the Commercisl Club, Judge Robt. Bwing, Msyor of Nsshville, and
Dr. Carey Morgen, Pastor of theiVine Street Christian Church,.
These men can give you such informatiom as you would desire &8 to
ny charscter and my ability to work withk the legialéﬁnre and se= 2
fcuu m,ds‘frog' mtmta,% that 13,&@&&31@@;@1@ of the
country. e ; |

I have had snceessful'axperiegpe in a1l lioeeof
high scheol work and the cemtral ideas of your school ahsp%gibéi'#%
to give to the Btate men and women of the highest efficiemcy to -
lesd the people to Bigher spiritual end material 1ife.

I have done four yesrs of the hardest woxg‘of my
life in Tennessee and 1 do not want to be regarded as a# "outs
Vvsider“ Por the past yeax and & half I have been Irafeaser of
Ssconda:y Bducation fer tha ¥ississippi Agricultural and Mechanical
Collepge. 1In addition to my work in the College, I have Ws“
ion of the County Agricultursl High Schools.

s I had the homor of starting Miss Virrinia P. Moore
1n the Girls Cemning Club werk in Tennessee.
' I have written you at 1ength, for I have hesrd ot..gg‘
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your interest in this project from hany gources and ]I know you

are vitally interested, s0 please investigate as soon as convene

ient, and give me some idea what you will do, My work here is—
satisfactory,and I am interested in your school becauge it o:t?grs 1
‘& larger field for constructive gervice. ,
I want to be assured of a‘troﬁg suprort if 1 take

the-time ani expense to attend snother meeting of the Bosrd of
Education. Thanking you for an esrly reply, I remain,

Very truly yours, . ;
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