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Nuclear fission is one recent scientific discovery that has undeniably 
altered the course of human history, for better or worse. I will discuss the 
history, importance, and applications of nuclear fission. One of the most 
important observables of the fission process is the identity of the two 
resulting fission fragments, or fission products.  A collaboration between 
Triangle Universities Nuclear Laboratory (TUNL), Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL), and Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) 
has undertaken the task of measuring an extensive set of fission products, 
with a wide range of half-lifes from seconds to months. I will explain the 
physics, chemistry, and engineering that goes into these experiments, and 
how the results can modernize our scientific understanding of the fission 
process. 


